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WORLD 
CRISIS 


- and the spirit 
to overcome it 
by STEPHEN HOBHOUSE 
A laa have been days of 


No. 471 


national rejoicing over 

victory won by monstrous 
forms of violence, and days too 
when the war-fomented atroci- 
ties of a comparatively small 
minority of tyrannically bred 
persons are being used by 
nationalist prejudice to prove 
the peculiar wickedness of a 
whole people .and to isolate 
them, as unworthy of present 
sympathy and help, from the 
body of mankind. - 


But to some of us the greatest of 
all truths, which every nation, every 
individual, must in the end learn or 
perish, is the essential, underlying 
unity of all men and women, good and 
bad, the wisest and the most de- 
graded, through the divine life, 
beauty, and love in which all the 
diverse and often rebellious elements 
of our universe are rooted. 

And the tremendous gravity of the 


present world crisis (when, through ! 


Science, the whole world has become a 
neighbourhood as mever before) is 
that the great body of well-meaning 
people and their moral and spiritual 
leaders are being put through a cul- 
Minating test, as to whether they can 
find or maintain the desire for such 
unity, and therefore for universal 
charity, even with hostile and wicked 
groups, with enemies and with 
criminals. 

Into the heart of some of us God 
has put the longing cry of Mahatma 
Gandhi, “Not from the most wicked 
soul can-I be detached; he too is a 
member of my being, is within the 
warm circle of my love’; “mv love,” 
because I have Christ’s love, rooted 
deep in my heart and in the heart of 
even the vilest sinner, and destined 
some day to overflow the being even 
of a Nero or a Hitler. 

It is a ery for a faith that man- 
kind needs most surely; for unless we 
find soon another spirit and method 
to deal with the enemy and the evil- 
doer, the every-growing destructive- 
ness of the weapons of violence will 
surely banish civilized life from the 
earth, 

It is indeed a sorrow and a burden 
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THERE’S A WAR ON! 
“(A very interesting number of PN_ this; 

4 but golly? what an awful lot of mis- 
Placed lines and printers’ errors—it must be 
a record!” Wild horses wouldn't drag from 
us the source of this comment on last week’s 
Tgsue. We can only react with the odd com- 
bination of a blush of modesty while hanging 
our heads in shame. 

The fact is that our printers’ typesetting 
staff has been cut by 50 per cent. for the last 
few weeks—and more than once during the 
same period a mechanical breakdown 
(through no fault of theirs) has occurred at 
a critical time. We have had to choose be- 
tween trying to catch up time in the later 
stages of going to press, or doing the job 
thoroughly and going to press late—in which 
case your copy would almost certainly have 
been late in reaching you. This week, far- 
tunat.ly, facilities are back to normal, 
althou,h it is still only a war-time normality. 

But we may reasonably expect that print- 
ing and paper restrictions will become less 
onerous in the months to come. In that 
expectation, at any rate, provisional planning 
for the future is about to begin. 

. One of the factors involved in that planning 
is the extent of our financial resources. That 
is where the Peace News Fund comes in. 

Contributions since June 8: £16 19s. 11d. 
Total to date: £5,962 13s. 2d. 

x * # 

Please make cheques, ete., payable to Peace 
News, Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


VOTERS ARE LEFT’ 
IN THE DARK 


On grave world issues 


By 


“ARGUS” 


HE General Election campaign is far from throwing into 
sharp relief the subjects upon which genuine political leaders 
would be trying to create an informed public opinion. 
Though that is hardly an object to be attained in the course of a 


few weeks’ electioneering. 


“Oh, those phrases! those slogans! those party names! those 
Atlantic Charters and Big Trinities! I cannot keep awake while 


they are broadcasting.” 


So writes the ever-lively Mr. Bernard 


Shaw in a plea to all candidates to “ come down to tin tacks and 


stop 
nothing.” (Forward, June 16.) 


bellowing high-sounding abstract phrases 


that mean 


Among the examples of m.uddled thinking which he gives is the Premier’s 
attempted War Savings scare: “every penny of those so-called War Savings 
(writes GBS) has been spent already, as fast as they came in... in 


wholesale destruction and slaughter.” 


The gravest issues 


(OAL and housing are the major domestic subjects. 


~ 


(If the Government 


in power after this election fails to take effective action on the latter 


issue, public anger might by next year be strong enough to break it.) But 


the Economist (June 16) 
is obviously that of foreign policy.” 
The average voter would never sus- 
pect it. 

“Anyone listening thoughtfully to the elec- 
tion broadcasts can hardly fail to be afflicted 
by a sense of their irrelevance... Presum- 
ably the rival spokesmen had agreed to leave 
foreign affairs out. But while there were 
obvious arguments for that course, it risks 
keeping the voters fatally in the dark as to 
the most’ important effect of their votes. 

“|. . For, let us make no mistake about it, 
the issues determining future peace or war 
are overwhelmingly the weightiest with which 
the Government will be called upon to 
dea)... When war actually occurs, this is 
sharply brought home to us.” (‘‘ Scrutator ”’ 
in Sunday Times, June 17.) 


German vacuum 


"THE longer-term issues in foreign 
policy, for all their gravity, are 
overshadowed by the actual condition 
of Central Europe, the economic and 
political aspects of which I discussed 
last week. 
Senator Robert LaFolette told the 
US Senate on May 31 that “every 


Commentary 


economic problem which existed in 
Europe when the war began is still 
there in aggravated form.” The dis- 
integration of the German State and 
economy is the most aggravating 
factor of all. 

“Drastic revision of present Allied indus- 
trial policy will be needed shortly if mass 
unemployment and chaos in the great indus- 
trial centres of that country are to be pre- 
vented later in the year.” (The Observer, 
June 17.) 

This report adds that only a Ger- 
man civil administration could under. 
take the complex tasks involved. 

The “Victory in a political vacuum” 
policy of Mr. Churchill has played 
a great part in producing this situa- 
tion. But none of the major parties 
dare point this out, for they are all 
compromised by their membership of 
the late Coalition. 


Outlook of the “D.P.s” 
PET us take GBS’s advice, and 


think in terms of concrete fact— 
even where vast European problems 
are concerned. A report from a 
Friends’ Relief Service team work- 
ing with refugees of mixed nation- 
ality (though mainly Greek) in the 
Greek islands typifies the kind of 
problem we confront. Ron Hadley, 
the writer, says (in a passage which 
the FRS have kindly sent to me): 

“There is oa complete loss of faith in one’s 
fellow-men which seems to me _ the , worst 
characteristic of the refugee outlook. It 
stultifies the impulse to real friendship, and 
makes normal human dealings very difficult. 
Conversely it increases self-interest at the 
expense of others. Hence nothing but in- 
stinctive family ties hold people together to 
rebuild homes after the war. ese family 
ties seem strongest in the more uneducated 
country people... 

“The industrialized city folk lack this faith 
in a future at home—the vision of their home 
town provides only a picture of possible un- 
employment and consequent starvation. This 
realization superimposed on a_ refugee back- 
ground, results in the sheerest kind of 
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insists that 


“the first of all the issues 


Black 


HE revelations of the horrors 

of the concentration camps 

have been used by extensive 
propaganda to harden the hearts of 
the public, not only towards the per- 
petrators of these inhumanities but 
to the whole German people, forget- 
ting that at least a minority were 
the victims in the camps of their 
opposition to Nazi rule and that 
25,000, including many priests and 
pastors, are said to have so perished 
on the Inner Resistance front. The 
“no fraternization” order is a corol- 
lary of this propaganda, 

As for Field-Marshal Mont- 
gomery’s explanation, in his broad- 
cast to the German people, why 
British soldiers do not respond to 
their greetings or play with their 
children—this soldier’s naive simplifi- 
cation of history and of Christianity 
ignores the admissions of his own 
country’s specialists. 

Thus Lord Keynes on the “ Eeono- 
mic Consequences of the Peace,” 
Lord Lothian on our responsibilities 
for the war, or the late Archbishop 
Temple on our Christian respon- 
sibility for forgivingness—all these 
might indeed be a fair plea for 
charity to the credulous victims of 
German propaganda, particularly if 
they were women or children, no 
more versed in low politics than 
Montgomery himself. And the Chris- 
tian prelates and ministers who have 
accepted the military doctrine of 
“non-fraternization” or the Press 
doctrine of keeping the German 
rations down to about a third of our 
own—all these should remember that 
it is not the German people only who 
stand in need of human and divine 
mercy. 

* 


I write these reflections after look- 

ing at the books of an old Judge 
who was one of the tiny phalanx of 
MPs which opposed the South 
African War. In one of these “The 
Brunt of the War’”—-Emily Hob- 
house describes, from personal 
observation and wide, documentation, 
the facts of the British concentra- 
tion camps, The facts and their 
moral are stated simply in her 
preface. 

“More adult Boers perished in the Camps 
than fell in the field of battle, and over four 
times as many children. .. . To the plain 
man and woman, outside the political and 
Military worlds, it seems as though an 
arbitrary line is drawn, one side of which is 
counted barbarism, the other civilization. 
May it not be in reality that all war is bar- 
barous, varying only in degree?’ ‘ t 

In view of the forthcoming trials 
of war criminals, one wonders what 
the judgment of an International 
Court would have been upon the 
following: 

““General French and General Pole-Carew 
are marching in, burning practically every- 
thing on the road. The Brigade is followed 


THE OFFER 


TO INDIA 
Still falls short of 
full independence 


The Indian Freedom Campaign 
Committee issued the following 
statement to the Press on Friday 
concerning the British Govern- 
ment’s latest offer to India: 
WELCOMING the release of 
Mf the eight Congress leaders 
under detention, the IFC demands 
the immediate release of all politi- 
cal prisoners now in detention in 
Indian jails. 

The Committee declares that: 

1. The Indian _ representatives them- 
selves must decide their attitude to the 
proposals; 

2. The proposals do not represent in- 
dependence and the IFC continues to 
stand for the right of the Indian people 
to complete independence; 

3. Membership of the Executive Council 


does not mean a_ responsible Indiam 
Government; 


4. The veto by the Viceroy appointed in 
London is an_ intolerable repudiation of 
self-government; 

5. The imposition of a British Defence 
Minister denies the first right of a self- 
governing nation to decide for itself the 
question of defence: 

6. The Executive Council ia not respon- 
sihle to the Indian Legislative Assembly; 

7. Even if it were, the Indian Legisla- 
tive Assembly is not democratically 
elected. 

In view of this, the Indian 
Freedom” Campaign Committee 
affirms the right of India to full 
independence, and will continue to 
demand it. 


When Britain had a 


Record too 


by GEORGE M. LI. DAVIES 


by about 3,500 head of loot, cattle and sheep. 
Hundreds of tons of corn and forage have 
been destroyed.” 

or upon the ethics of the following 
Military Notice: 

“Unless the men at present on Commando 
belonging to families in Krugersdorp sur- 
render . .. the whole of their property will 
be confiscated and their families turned out 
destitute and homeless.’’! 

In the formal protest of the Boer 
Government in November, 1901, the 
facts are summarized as follows: 

“Such cruelties are almost unbelievable. 
British mounted troops have not hesitated in 
driving on foot for miles before their horses, 
old women, little children and mothers with 
sucklings at ‘their breast. At least 30,000 
dwellings have been burnt and destroyed by 
order of your military authorities. Hardly a 
single house stands on the whole area of the 
two Republies.”’ 

In October, 1901, the rate of mor- 
tality in the Camps was 346 per 
thousand. By 1902 the deaths had 
reached 20,000. 


THE comments of the politicians 

and the Press on all this tale of 
human misery were not unlike those 
of today. 

But the future Prime Minister, Sir 
Henry Campbell Bannerman, made 
his brave “ Methods of Barbarism ” 
speech. Even soldiers were not 
silent. Field Marshal Sir Neville 
Chamberlain wrote an Open Letter 
to the Bishop of Liverpool upon the 
Appeal of the Swiss Evangelical 
Alliance: 

“The Right Rev. Prelate emphatically and 
indignantly denies that any measures taken 
during the war have been ‘inhuman, oppres- 
sive and unrighteous.’ I am unable to concur 
in that conclusion. We have the assurance of 
Dr. Chavasse that he read the appeal of the 
owies Alliance with ‘distress and dismay.’ 
What must have been the distress and dismay 
of the simple Swiss Protestant Ministers to 
discover that a Prelate of the Church of 
England could view as unavoidable the 
horrors that had already devastated and are 
still devastating the Boer States. Never be- 
fore has anything approaching to such whole- 
sale destruction or abduction of families been 
enacted by a British Army. The existence of 
concentration camps is justified by the 
Reverend Prelate on the plea that starvation 
stared the women and children in the face. 
It was because their houses were burnt over 
their heads and the food they contained 
carried away or destroyed.” we > 

The attitude of the British public 
at the time was summarized by the 
Marquis of Ripon: 

“Tt is a question of the fair fame of our 
country and of the reputation for manliness, 
to say nothing of the chivalry, of our people. 
For the system, no condemnation is too 
strong. It is cruel in the present and incon- 
eceivably foolish in regard to the future. One 
strong word from the British people will 
sweep the whole thing away. Have we the 
courage to speak?” 

But the British people had not the 
courage to speak that word. The 
camps went on till 16,000 children 
perished and over 4,000 adults, This 
should be remembered today in judg- 
ing war-guilt and non-fraternization. 
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RACIALISM* 
RAMPANT 


PERHAPS the most significant 


fact about the temper of Eastern 
Europe, so far as the barriers of 
censorship permit us to apprehend it, 
is the mood of boisterous racialism 
which has infected the Slav peoples— 
or been revived in them. The major 
share of the Red Army in the expul- 
sion of the Germans has rendered it 
politically effective. 

The Lublin Poles gaily announce 
that incoming Polish settlers are in- 
stalled on the banks of the Oder. It 
is not Nazis, but Germans as Ger- 
mans who are evicted from their an- 
cestral homes. Reports from Breslau, 
even, indicate a resolute attempt to 
“Polonize” the city. The Poles, it will 
be said, are a special case: an attempt 
is being made, however unwisely, to 
compensate them for territory 
which they must yield to the 
“security” demands of their Eastern 
neighbour. What, then, of Yugo- 
slavia? 

No ally has laid hands on any part 
of her pre-1939 frontiers, but that ap- 
pears not to have kept Marshal Tito 
from the Venezia Giulia and Carinthia, 
where he must rescue his “blood- 
brothers.”” The substitution of a Croat 
for a Serb ascendancy in Yugoslav 
affairs has coincided with a new ex- 
pansionist drive from which it would 
be rash to exclude Greek Macedonia 
and even Albania. Nor is it certain 
that the Partisans will not yet find 
their way back into those areas from 
which Field-Marshal ‘Alexander has 
temporarily induced them to retire. It 
is, however, not the things which 
are done so much as the almost 
mystical spirit in which they are de- 
fended that gives ground for appre- 
hension. Nevertheless, Yugoslavia 
never was the most stable or far- 
seeing of the “Succession States.” We 
are left, then, with the sad case of 
Czecho-Slovakia. 

The most bitter feeling about the 
Munich settlement arose from a genu- 
ine regard for the Czech attempt to 
build a democratic State in which 
national minorities were scrupulously 
accommodated. To surrender over 
democratic Czecho-Slovakia, and then 
to stand on autocratic Poland was to 
frustrate the idealism which resisted 
the policy of appeasement. Now the 
Czech Government has gone back. It 
began to administer that complete ex- 
pulsion of the Sudeten Germans which 
sounded so impossible when talked 
about in London. Over three million 
Sudetenlanders, together with some 
700,000 Hungarians, are being bundled 
out in circumstances of inevitable 
misery and hardship. Quite apart 
from the fact that a large number of 
Sudeten Germans have an anti- Nazi 
record—and were, indeed, handed over 
to the Nazis only with our assent— 
the practical consequences of driving 
millions of homeless people back into 
the shrunken Reich are likely to be 
disastrous. 

The British Government appears to 
have remonstrated with the Czechs, 
claiming that any policy of mass- 
deportment must first be agreed 
among the great Powers. There was 
a noticeable difference in temper be- 
tween President Benes’ reported 
speeches at the beginning as com- 
pared with those at the end of last 
week. “Liberator,” writing in The 
Observer, June 17, reports that the 
Benes Cabinet, despite its own differ- 
ences of opinion, has agreed to slow 
down the expulsions. It is heartening 
to know that, despite its much- 
vaunted “Soviet orientation,” the 
Czechs are less impervious to the 
west than others in similar case. Of 
the particular policy under review, 
perhaps the last word is with the Man- 
chester Guardian leader-writer: 

“It ia unpleasant to see this policy linked, 
by certain members of the Czech Government, 
with a Pan-Slav policy crudely reminiscent 
of Hitler’s Pan-Germaniem. Not only may no 
German or Hungarian live in Czech territory 
but Slavs living outside Czech territory muat 
be somehow brought within the boundaries 
of the ‘Slav fatherland.” This stuff is un- 
worthy of the country of Masaryk.’ (June 18.) 

It remains a valid criticism of war 
that it intensifies the problems which 
cause it, while destroying the means 
of their solution. 


i A A 


Non-violence versus tyranny 


A post-war 


assessment 


by JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


Reviewing Arthur Koestler’s “The Yogi and the Commissar” (Cape, 


10s. 6d.) 


in last week’s Peace News, John Middleton Murry quoted 


Koestler’s conclusion that the times require “the synthesis of saint and 


revolutionary.” 


In the article below he discusses the valjdity of the claim 


of modern pacifism to offer that synthesis. 


MPLICITLY, pacifism claims 
to offer that “synthesis 
of saint and revoluntary ” 

which according to Koestler is 
now necessary. The claim is 
abstractly valid. If the major- 
ity of men were to refuse to 
fight, and to make the manifold 
munitions of modern war, a 
humane social revolution would 
be inescapable. 

Theoretically, it might be argued 
that even under such a dispensation 
the unlimited internal violence of the 
modern totalitarian police-State would 
still be possible. But it is difficult to 
believe that if the abolition of inter- 
national war were to be brought about 
by the refusal of the masses to fight, 
those same masses would submit to 
the horrors of the Gestapo or the 
Ogpu. 


Of course, international war might 


conceivably be abolished by polite 
agreement between the dictatorial 
ruling classes of helot societies (as 
indeed Gerald Heard supposes that it 
will): and that would be_ perfectly 
compatible with an intensification of 
the scientific terrorism of the totali- 
tarian States. But that is another 
matter altogether. 


Example of India 


But the combination of saint and 
revolutionary, to be effective, has to 
become a pattern for the behaviour 
of the masses. The nearest approach 
to this has been made by Gandhi’s 
mass-movement in India. 

If it had been allowed to operate, 
the Japanese would have invaded 
and conquered India, and _ been 
resisted by non-violent, non-co- 
operation. And the resistance might 
have been effective in the long run— 
and perhaps at no greater cost in 
human lives than was exacted by the 
Bengal famine. But since the move- 
ment of mass non-co-operation failed 
dgainst the British Government 
(which was certainly much less ruth- 
less than the Japanese would have 
been) success in anything less than 
a very long run indeed was extremely 
hypothetical. , 

Apart from this, conditions in India 
are far too remote from those of 
Europe to afford a useful compari- 
son. No-one preaching doctrine 
comparable with Gandhi’s has come 
near to having a comparable influence 
on the people of any European 
country. si 

The resistance of the peasants in 
the Ukraine to the collectivization of 
agriculture appears to have been in 
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Let uot old Rome boast Fabius’ fate; 
He saved his country by delays, 
But you by peace. 

You bought it at a cheaper rate; 

Nor has it left the usual bloody scar, 

To show it cost its price in war; 

War, that mad game the world so 
loves to play, 

And for it does so dearly pay; 

For, though with loss, or victory, a 
while : 

Fortune the gamesters does begutle, 

Yet at the last the box sweeps all 
away. 

—Swift, “Ode to Sir William Temple.” 

(Sir William Temple was ambassa- 

dor to the States of Holland, who had 

a principal share in the Treaty of 


Nimeguen, 1679.) 


P.P.U. ELECTION? 


LEAFLET 


A special PPU leaflet, entitled 
“Before You Vote,” is being published 
in connection with the General Elec- 
tion. It is intended primarily for the 
general public. 

The price is 2s. a 100. Order imme- 
diately from PPU_ Bookshop, Dick 
Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


the main non-violent; though not in 


principle: their non - co - operation 
availed them nothing. Millions of 
them starved. 


Speaking of economic non-co-opera- 
tion in Norway under the Nazi 
régime, Mr. Diderich Lund says in 
“Resistance in Norway” (reviewed in 
last week’s Peace News): 

“Fhe great majority were not prepared, 
nor were they willing, to make the sacrifices 
which such a method would have demanded, 
and there wag therefore nothing to do but to 
accept ecqnomic co-operation. ... The Ger- 
mans got done all they wished in the way of 
building of military sites and war-praduction 
without difficulty. It is a dark page in our 
history, and it would not have been written in 
this way if a strong pacifism had taken deep 
root among us.” 


No doubt: but that is one of the 
chief questions at issue. What evi- 
dence is there that a “strong pacifism,” 
capable of saintly self-sacrifice, is 
likely to take deep root among the 
great majority? The Norwegians are 
rather above. the moral average of 
democratic peoples. If they are in- 
capable of economic resistance, what 
nation is? 


If Nazis had won 


In_ the same pamphlet, Mr. Lund, 
speaking of the Norwegians as a 
whole, says: 

““We had the feeling that the military 
struggle was the only way in which we could 
express our united will to oppose the aggres- 
sors. It is not easy to stake one’s life in a 
weaponless struggle against the power of 
violence when one knows that one or another 
form of submission can save one. Most people 
will choose to take part even in a fairly risky 
Military fight where there is alwaya some 
little hope of escape and where the sense of 
fellowship and loyalty to leadership give 
support.”’ 


And, one is bound in honesty to ask: 
of what avail would the various Euro- 
pean resistance movements have been 
——whether violent or non-violent—had 
there not been the continued armed 
resistance of Britain, eventually sup- 
ported by USA and Russia? If the 
Nazis had obtained their free hand 
in Europe, as they came so near to 
doing, and as (but for Hitler’s suici- 
dal attack on Russia) they might well 
have done, would anything have pre- 
vented the  totalitarianization of 
Europe? 

IT in particular am bound to ask 
myself that question.- For I advocated 
peace with Hitler after the collapse 
of France in 1940, and non-resistance 
to his attempt to conquer England. 
I believed or persuaded myself that 
the national spirit of Britain was such 
that a non-violent resistance move- 
ment would develop of such moral 
strength that it would overcome the 
invaders. Perhaps this might have 
happened. It is impossible to say cate- 
gorically that it would not. But the 
evidence of other countries does not 
justify the hope that it would. ; 

What resistance there was in 
France, for example—and there was 
not so much as it is customary to 
pretend—was in the main violent; 
and even that was largely dependent 
on outside aid. Resistance that takes 
the profitable form of black-market- 
ing is surely quite unworthy of the 
name. Even in Denmark the resist- 
anee had to take on _ increasingly 
violent forms before it became serl- 
ously embarrassing to the Nazis. 

The evidence forces me to the con- 
elusion that the resistance to tyranny 
that is natural to the Western liberty- 
loving peoples is violent. Deny them 
this outlet, and their will to resistance 
does not develop into saintly non- 
violence, but either sinks into apathy 
and economic collaboration, or de- 
generates radically into the nauseous 
hyvocrisy of black-marketing. 

Though I am not ashamed that my 
faith in my countrymen was such that 
I beljeved them capable of both call- 
ing off the war with Hitler and offer- 
ing a successful united and non- 
violent opposition to him, I think that 
IY was a mistaken visionary.. I mis- 
judged two things. First, I misjudged 
the nature of the average decent man, 
for whom non-violent resistance is 
infinitely more difficult and _ less 
natural than violent. 

The second mistake was even more 
serious. J gravely underestimated 


the terrible power of scientific terror- | 


ism as developed by the totalitarian 
police-States. I was deceived by the 
hush-hush and the propaganda applied 
to these, in the case of Nazis, by the 
Right and the Centre, and in the case 
of the USSR by the Left and the 
Centre. I tended to dismiss most of 
the tales of Gestapo brutality as pro- 
paganda of the Right. As far as I 
am able to tell, the horrors in either 
ease are substantially true. 


Scientific terrorism 


I. am _ therefore constrained in 
honesty to admit that under neither 
the Nazi nor the Soviet system of 
systematic and applied brutality does 
non-violent resistance stand a dop’s 
chance. If you are one of the tiny 
minority who is able to escape abroad 
—well and good. But that is one in 
a hundred, at best. The other 99 are 
doomed. 

You may try to believe, if you can, 
that the blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the Church. I cannot. The 
martyrs in Germany and Russia run 
into millions, perhaps tens of millions. 
That is altogether too many for a 
Church to grow out of. The seed 
rots in the mass of mute, inglorious, 
intolerable suffering: under which 
men lose their human attributes, and 
nations their soul. 

In a word, it seems to me that the 
scientific terrorism of the totalitarian 
police-State—the wholesale reversion 
to medieval torture, with all the dia- 
bolic ingenuity of applied modern 
science—has changed the whole frame 
of reference within which modern 
pacifism was conceived. Most pacifism 
takes for granted conditions which 
have been and are still being ruth- 
lessly destroyed. It assumes an irre- 
ducible minimum of human decency 
in the treatment of man by the State 
which no longer exists. Unless it 
thinks its way bravely through the 
dark jungle of modern reality, it is 
in grave danger of becoming an 
illusionism. 


The Flowery 


(1/3d.; by post 1/44.jo 


The C.0.s’ unique prison magazine 
reproduced and illustrated. 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.I. 


[RR ROSIN 
THE NEXT STEP... 


for Trade Unionists! Every Trade 
Unionist who is disappointed by the 
lack of progress in improving wages 
and working conditions despite enor- 
mous strides in productive processes 
should read this illuminating leaflet 
now published by The Socialist. Party 
of G.B. 12d. post paid, 12 copies 4d., 
T.U. branches order in bulk, speci- 
men copy free. Write today, 2 Rugby- 
street, London, W.C.1. 


THE BRITISH 


PEOPLE STOPPED 
A WAR 


An account of the 1920 strike 


against intervention in Russia 


by DONALD PORT 
6d post Id 


Xe 


BOOKSHOP. Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1 


SPPU 


The Co-operative 


Movement 


A Foundation for Durable Peace 


John Riley & Geo.E. Hartley 
SESE ee Sra 
A pamphlet which every 


Pacifist and every Co- 
operator should read. 
3d. each; discount for quantities. 


from 


P.P.U. Bookshop, Endaleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. 
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| RENOUNCE WAR AND! WILL NEVER | 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER & H 


This pledge. signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleign St.. \WC1 


SERVICE AND 
THE GROUPS 


WHILE service has often been a 
topic of considerable contro- 
versy in the movement, there is a 
small but growing body of opinion 
which believes that it has an impor- 
tant contribution to make to the 
pacifist witness and towards. the 
creation of a peaceful society. 


Though there are still some who 
contend that the PPU should confine 
its activities to propaganda, there is 
a recognition that far from being 
mutually exclusive, propaganda and 
service are actually complementary. 
A pacifism that is real and vital 
naturally seeks for expression in 
deeds as well as words. On the other 
hand, the work of the propagandist 
is strengthened if he can point to 
concrete examples of pacifism in 
action, 


It is to provide a focus point for 
this developing attitude towards ser- 
vice that the PPU Service Committee 
has been formed, and it aims at 
giving expression to the desire for 
service that is latent in the move- 
ment. 

We want, in the first place, to establish 
contact with groups and individuals already 
engaged in service work so that we may get 
as clear a picture as possible of the service 
work already being done. I would therefore 
be glad if such groups would get in touch 
with me and let me have particulars of what 
they are doing. There may be ways in which 
we can help you. In any case, your 
experience wil! prove a valuable stimulus and 
guide to groups who want to undertake ser- 
vice work but are uncertain as to how to go 
about it. 

We feel sure there must be many groups in 
the country that have felt the urge to under- 
take some piece of service as an expression of 
their pacifism, yet have been deterred from 
daing so because of inexperienee and lack of 
knowledge. If your group is in this position 
will you also get in touch with me? I can 
then arrange to come and discuss the whole 
question with you. in 

Lack of space prevents me from mentioning 
other service matters such as the Youth Ser- 
vice Training Scheme, Pacifist Service Units, | 
Work Camps, etc., and I hope to deal with 
these another time. May I reiterate my 
appeal to you to write to me, either if you 
are actually engaged on service work or if 
you are not doing so but would like to make 
a start. 1 believe that we can help one 
another in our common task of laying the 
foundations of a peaceful) society. 


KEN WOODROOFE 


HOW C.0.s IN 


JERSEY FARED 


DURING THE OCCUPATION 


Sa E know of the cruel and terrible | not so badly off, as we could pick up 


things which have happened in 
the camps in Germany, and we have 
heard of the forced labour in other 
lands occupied by the Germans, but 
we must be fair and give them credit 
for their actions and conduct in Jer- 
sey. We read very different versions 


in the English Press.” 

This is the comment of a correspon- 
dent who was in Jersey throughout 
the German occupation. 

He reports that 106 COs were on 
the island when the Germans invaded, 
and that 48 now remain. 

“In 1940,’ he writes, “two of the 
COs applied to the Germans to be 
allowed to go to France, and they 
left for that country in September, 
1940. One other, Jim Gilbert, took 
a job on the barges with the Ger- 
mans, and he disappeared mysteri- 
ously—rumours went about that he 
had been drowned at sea, other ru- 
mours went round that he was broad 
casting from Germany—I very much 
doubt this—but nevertheless nothing 
has been heard of him since. He was 
a splendid young man and an excel- 
lent worker on a farm. 

“During 1942 the Germans de- 
ported to Germany 53 of the group 
from here, and one was sent to France 
to do a term of one year’s imprison- 
ment for theft, and he eventually 
was sent, to a concentration camp in 
Germany—this was his second term 
of imprisonment since he came to 
Jersey. . 

“In Germany Dillwyn Davies, 
whose home address was in Doncas- 
ter, died in the internment camp 
at Laufen.* He was a very fine young 
man, but not very strong. i 

“We have had practically no illness 
amongst the group left here. 


LEFT LAND-WORK 


“Of the numbers left here since the 
deportation to Germany in 1942, only 
13 have remained on the land. 

“Do not be misled by all the news- 
paper reports about the conditions 
during the past five years in Jersey. 
We found food rather monotonous, 
but no-one starved. During the last 
year fuel was scarce, and the electric 
light and gas was cut off, and many 
people in the town especially must 
have had a hard time; this was eased 
a bit by the opening of ovens all over 
the island where people could have 
meals cooked. In the country we were 


wood to carry on with. 

“Medical supplies ran very low, 
and I regret to say that the aged 
people were not well looked after by 
the authorities—they took up the view 
that ‘they had lived their lives.’ The 
men who stuck to the land did best 
of all; they benefited by the food they 
produced, = 

“We had our black market, our in- 
formers, and the many other vicious 
circles which are to be found any- 
where in war-time. 

“Guernsey suffered much more than 
Jersey. 


GERMANS BEHAVED WELL 


_ “One thing I must impress upon you 
is that no-one was forced to work 
for the Germans here. Further, while 
it is true that our position was be- 
coming: difficult at the end of last year 
and an appeal was sent out for food, 
we received Red Cross parcels from 
the beginning of January this year, 
and they were a great boon to all; 
but the German troops here lived very 
poorly, they had only nettle-soup and 
swedes and very little bread, and the 
dogs and cats began to disappear. No- 
one can say otherwise than that the 
German soldier conducted himself 


very well in spite of his hardships.” 

*A Jetter from a CO who recently returned to 
England from Laufen confirms that Dillwyn 
Davies died from meningitis in the camp 
there—probably in the early part of 1944. 


Election message 
from Mr. Gandhi > 


A. MESSAGE from Mr. Gandhi on 
the General Election, sent at the 
request of the Indian Freedom Cam- 
paign, will be made public for the first 
time at an IFC public meeting next 
Thursday (June 28) at Lopping Hall, 
High Street, Loughton, in Mr. Chur- 
chill’s constituency of Woodford. 
Prominent speakers will address 
the meeting, which will begin at 7.30 
p.m. 
I The IFC hopes that all Peace News readers 
who can get to the meeting will do 80, and 
appeals for volunteers to distribute leaflets, 
etc. Offers of help should be sent or tele- 


phoned immediately to the IFC Office, 8 Ends- 
leigh Gdns., W.C.I. (EUSTON 4637). 


ee 

The wording on the latest poster issued by 
the Northern Friends’ Peace Board, Friends’ 
Meeting House, Clifford St., York, reads: 
“Yes—The Golden Rule for Nations! Do 
unto others as you would they should do unto 
you. 


4 


June 22, 1945, PEACE NEWS—3 
Appeal facilities for 
N.Z. objectors 


THE Central Board for COs has 

learnt by cable from New Zealand 
that appear authorities for COs are at 
last being set up, though the scandal 


of indeterminate sentences remains. 

In addition to widespread local agitation, 
a letter signed by the Bishop of Birming- 
ham, Vera Brittain, Henry Carter, Laurence 
Housman, C. E. M. Joad, Ethel Mannin, 
Charles E. Raven, Bertrand Russell, and 
Sybil. Thorndike, has had wide publicity in 
the New Zealand Press. 

The letter, sponsored by the Central Board 
for COs, in co-operation with the War 
Resisters’ International, preseed for an 
Appellate Tribunal, the ending of indefinite 
detention and further Tribunals for those 
who received three months or more imprison- 
ment. An article specially written by Rhys 
J. Davies, M.P., has appeared in the NZ 
Tablet and has been reprinted as a leaflet. 


Peace through freedom 


from wanti! 


From a correspondent *! 


“Peace through freedom from 
want” was the subject of a public 
meeting held in the Small Meeting 
House, Friends’ House, by the 
London Union of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation on June 8, in conne¢- 
tion with the FoR Campaign To- 
wards a Christian Peace. 

The speakers were Gerald Bailey, Director 
of the National Peace Council, who took the 
chair, and the Rev. Hampden Horne, one of 
the newly appointed Co-Secretaries of the 
Fellowship. 

Both speakers emphasised the need for a 
fevolutionary change of outlook on the part 
of all nations and peoples if true peace was 
to be established. Somehow we must find a 
way to bridge the gap between our material 
progress and our moral resources. No lasting 
peace could be obtained without the devotion 
of at least as much energy and sacrifice to 
working for it as has been expended in fight- 
ing the war and people must be set an over- 
riding ideal for which to work if their 
energies are to be diverted from destructive 
war to constructive peace. 

The speakers said that this idea] could be 
found in striving together to rid the world 
of all forms of ‘“ want,’’? material and 
spiritual. Out of constructive work of this 
kind would come true peace because peace 
was not a state of inactivity, but of life, 
action and work. 


—=— 


fj P.N. Pamphlet held up 


Owing to current developments a 
Peace News pamphlet on India, 
which was to have been distributed 
this week, has been held up for at 
least two weeks. A further announce- 
ment will be made when its publica- 
tion date is settled. : 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


TT 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. 

TERMS: Cash with order. 2d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 64. 
extra.) Maximum length: 50 words. 
Address for Box No. replies: Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification. and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisements. 


a 


ACCOMMODATION 
URGENTLY REQUIRED to rent, 


unfurnished house, cottage, flat or 
2,3 unfurnished rooms. Would pur- 


chase. Reading district. Box 999. 


P.P.U. OFFICIALS seek 4-roomed 

furnished or part-furnished flat. 
Central London or easy access. 
Box 1. 


PACIFIST SEEKS ROOM, safe 
storage, small amount of furniture, 
personal belongings. London area. 
Low Rental. Box 4. 

COTTAGE, not too damp or dil- 
apidated, on mountain or hillside 
wanted to rent or buy. Box 8. 

FURNISHED ATTIC, basement or 
any room wanted in Cambridge by 
vegetarian C.O. land-worker. Reply 
to F. Joslin, Station Rd., Swaffham 
Prior, Cambs. 

LARGE FLAT to let. Bloomsbury. 
Studio-lounge: three divan rooms, 
bathroom, kitchen. Parquet floors. 
Self-contained. Artistically furnished 
(antique and modern). Linen. Box 9. 

UNFURNISHED oa 

ired. Fairly central. Box 10. 
re ADY OFFERS ACCOMMODA- 
TION quiet comfortable house (bath- 
room, etc.) among hills. Good cook- 
ing, country produce or pursuits. 

£3 weekly. Box 2. 

CAMPING HOLIDAY for_ two. 
Furnished tent in Hillside Woods. 
July 14th-21st 30/-; Aug. 18th on- 
wards, 35/-. Details stamp please. 
Mrs. Smith, Forest-hili Cottage, 
Bideford, Devon. 

DOUBLE ROOM holiday vege- 
tarian accommodation offered at low 
cost in return for part-time help 
fruit picking. Barn House, Brock- 
weir, nr. Chepstow, Mon. 


JOURNALIST REQUIRES one or 
two rooms, furnished or unfur- 
nished; use kitchen-bathroom. Box 
11. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


Cc.0. WANTS watches, clocks, any 
condition. State price, cash by 
return. Vinall, ‘ Chalet,” Bishops- 
tawton, Devon. 

FLAT-BED GESTETNER Dupli- 
cator. Perfect condition 45s. Felton, 
30, Grandstand Rd., Hereford. 

DUTY-FREE CIGARETTES of any 
popular brand may be sent to British 
Forces abroad—200 for 5s. 6d., 500 
13s. 6d., 1,000 25s., including postage. 
Send orders to W. Benkel, 288 
Regent St., London, W.1,' mention- 
ing Peace News. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


“RESISTANCE IN NORWAY” 
price 2d. by Diderich Lund, member 
of War Resisters’ International, 
Norwegian Section. “* Educational 
Reconstruction in Germany,” price 
4d. by William Sollman. Obtainable 
from: War Resisters’ International, 
11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, Middlesex. 

WORLD CRISIS: What lies 
ahead? Will the election prove that 
man can plan a better government? 
Read of God’s plan for the future 
government of this world. Write for 
literature, mentioning this subject to 
Christadelphian, 28 West Rd., Bed- 
font, Middx. 

“ CHRISTIAN REVOLUTION: An 
Essay on Peace Building ” by Karlin 
CapperJohnson is now available 
from the Friends’ Peace Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Rd., N.W.1!. 
1/7d. by post. 

*“ POST-WAR PLANS” (Duke of 
Bedford); ‘‘Curing Nazi-iam"” (Fritz 
Gross); ‘‘Max Plowman, Artist” 
(John Hogan). Illustrated “ Chris- 
tian Party News-Letter,” 5d. 30 
Darby Rd., Oldbury, Birmingham. 

PENTAGON PRESS announces a 
topical overhaul] of Peace Symbolism: 
““The Coming of Peace,’’ by J.M.; 
striking cover by Maxwell Amfield, 
R.W.S. Stiff paper: one shilling: 
Booksellers or 50 Alexandra Rd., 
S.W.19. 

LET the British People Lead the 
world, says the Oriental Post. 3d., 
by post 4d., from 27A Sale Place, 


London, W.2. 


’ MEETINGS, &c. 


| MIDLAND PACIFIST FELLOW- 
SHIP: July 1, Selly Oak F.M.H., 3 
p.m. Denis Tanner: “ Christian 
Pacifism.’ 

EAST BIRMINGHAM Discussion 
Group: Special visit of J. R. B. 
Branson (“Grass For All” etc.), 
Mon. June 25, at 7.45 p.m., at 
Acocks Green Methodist Church Par. 
lour, Shirley Rd. (entrance, Botte- 


ville Rd.). 

LONDON FORUM. Director, 
Fredrick Lohr. Public lecture by 
Anthony Elenjimittam: “ Faith and 
Reason: Thomas Aquinas.” Mon., 
June 25, at 7.30, Chanticleer Theatre, 
Clareville St., South Kensington. 

LEWES 8th Annual Peace Week- 
end. Friends’ Meeting House, Friars 
Walk. Sat. June 30. Tea 4.30, James 
Avery Joyce 6.15. Sun. July 1. 
Philip Millwood, 3.15 and 5. Tea 
4.15. All weleome. 

CITY GROUP. Pat Figgis on ‘The 
P.PU.. and the Future.” Fri. June 


29, at 1.15 in the vestry of St. 
Margaret’s, Lothbury, E.C.2. 


PERSONAL 


WANTED, home for laying hen 
for month while owner seeks 
accommodation for herself near 
London, Reply Mrs. Palmer, Carew 
Newton, Cressilly, Kilgetty, Pembs. 

CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A satisfactory medium for 
those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN, 
19 Ty Fry Gardena, Rumney, Cardiff. 

MAKING HISTORY! Councillor 
J. C. Dempsey is standing in the 
Kettering Parliamentary Division as 
an Independent and Christian candi- 
date at the coming election. _ Help in 


money and service urgently needed. 
Particulars, personal, principles and 
programme on application to the 
Dempsey Election Committee, Roth- 
well, Kettering. 

JOIN Victory Correspondence 
Club, 34 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11., for 
congenial pen-friends. 

CATHIE !—All love and _ best 
wishes from yeur loving husband.— 
Col. 

YOU WILL FIND true friendship 
in the L. and H.C. Correspondence 
Club. Send s.a.e. for particulars to 
Secretary, L. and H.C.C.C., 39 
Reighton Rd. ,London, E.5. 

SEND AT ONCE for ‘‘Guide to 
Voters,” Questionnaires to all candi- 
dates, List of Pacifist Candidates. 
24d. stamp. Christian Party, 30 
Darby Rd., Oldbury, Birmingham. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


We cannot confirm satisfactory 
conditions of employment in all posts 
advertised. Applicants in doubt are 
recommended to consult the Central 
Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.I, which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 


GOOD HOME, and renumeration, 
offered to young woman or widow, 
age 30-40 as companion and help to 
mother with young family, on plea- 
sant small farm near Basingstoke. 
Interests knitting or needlework, 
country walks, fond of children, and 
happy disposition. Write first. - Box 

YOUTH REQUIRED by N.W. 
London opticians. Suitable applicant 
will receive training. Write Eric 
Massey, 411 Hendon way, N.W.4. 


MAN WANTED for gardening one 
day per week. 4 The Crescent, West 
Wickham, Kent. 

TO MEN who have been released | 
from the Civil Defence and others 
interested. Plasterers and al]! other 
building tradesmen are urgently 
required for bomb-damage repaire in 
North London. GUL. 2065. Stewart 
and Richards Ltd., 34 Glenhurst Ave., 
N.W.5. 

IMMEDIATE VACANCY for single 
man interested nursery and intensive 


growing. Standard wage, bonus and 
opportunity learn. 380 miles London. 
Box 12. 4 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


CAPABLE EXPERIENCED cook- 
housekeeper (female) desires post in 
progressive co-educational school or 
youth hostel. Preferably country. 
Box 997', 


GRADUATE C.O., qualified libra- 
rian, practised writer, seeks tem- 
porary work with London bookseller 


or publisher, pending return to 
librarianship. Box 8. 


YOUR UNMOUNTED PHOTO- 
GRAPHS  hand-coloured by photo 
artist. P.C. 2s.; 64% x 43” 4s.; 84” 
x 64” 5a. 6d. Groups 6d. extra: 
post paid: state colours. Wood, 112 
Cromwell Rd., Eecles, Lancs. 


C.0. WITH 8 mths.’ experience as 


general assistant in ironmongery 


trade, seeks similar situation. North, 
North-East, or East London. Prefer- 
ably non-combine firm. Suggestions 
please to C.B.C.0. Employment Sec- 
tion, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


POST WANTED as assistant to 
land surveyor. No practical experi- 
ence but well advanced in_ studies. 
Suggestions please to C.B.C.0. Em- 


ployment Section, 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.1. 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST (22) 
registered clerical work. Desires 
position of trust with business firm 
or social welfare organization. Part 
time considered if work is interest- 
ing. Reply Individualist. Box 5. 

C.0., 28, SECRETARY, accoun- 


tant, auditor, seeks congenial post. 
Personality and efficient. Box 7, 


YOUTH HOSTEL or social work 
wanted by practical young man, 
experience of hostel and office work, 
where initiative and intelligence cam 
be used, compensated by reasonable 
conditions of living, Southern Eng- 
land. Box 18. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington, Lectures every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 


ductions. Consultations all probleme. 
Western 8935. 


REG. J. BAILEY, M.S.F., N.O.P., 


Osteopath and Naturopath. Nature- 
cure treatment of disease. 
REGINALD BAILEY, N.C.P., 


Psychiatrist and Specialist in Eye 
Treatment (Bates Methed), 134 Hop- 
pers Rd., Winchmore Hill, N.21. Con- 
sultations by appointment. Postal 
advice given. Palmers Green 7868. 

ALLYSOL—SEND stamps 6d. for 
two 20-page booklets of life-conserv- 
ing information about garlic: (1) a 
herbal remedy with 5,000 years of 
history; (2) Rheumatism and Catarrh 
dissolved at their root. Allysol Com- 
pany, Fairlight, Sussex. 

COPPIN BROS. Mortgage and In- 
surance Brokers. Special terms of 
insurance to cover “Halifax” and 
“Co-operative” Building Society 
mortgages. Advice and quotations 
gratis. S.A.E. please. 66 Henley Rd. 
Ilford, Essex. * 

APOLOGIES TO READERS await- 
ing return of fountain pens. Delay 
due to transfer to new premises. 
N.B.: T.B.S., 389 Kennington Rd, 
§.6.11—for all your pen repairs. 

DOUGLAS COTTRILL, Nature 
Cure Practitioner. Treatment of 
disease by natural methods Consul- 
tations by appointment only. 8 Hay- 
field Rd.. Moseley, Birmingham. 13. 

WANTED undertaken, bookbind- 
ing, leather work. Continuous 
patronage assured good craftsman, 
with recommendations. Box 6. 
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LETTERS 


Non-violence in Norway 


I agree with Frank Dawtry that British 
pacifists should read Diderich Lund’s admir- 
able pamphlet ‘“ Resistance in Norway.” But 
for every one who does so there will be 
hundreds who do not. They should not, how- 
ever, have a wrong impression of what paci- 
fists in Norway have done, and at the risk of 
being included by Frank Dawtry among the 
saboteurs I must point out that his commen- 
tary gives a misleading impression of the 
main theme. He writes: ‘“. . . some mem- 
bers embarked on sabotage and some took up 
arms with the underground opposition, while 
others carried non-resistance to the lengths 
of almost complete collaboration.” We infer 
that most Norwegian pacifists were (a) 
saboteurs, (b) members of a violent under- 
ground movement, or (c) ‘ eollaborators.”’ 
Is that the case? Not according to Lund, 
who says: “Thousands of unknown persons 
spread over the whole country, who have been 
influenced by pacifist teaching, have courage- 
ously taken up the struggle in one or other 
of the many forms in which it has been 
carried on. The result has been varied: for 
most, prison and suffering; for all, certainly 
a gure conviction that our struggle was the 
one which gives lasting victory. None of our 
members have gone into Quisling’s service.” 

What sort of struggle did they participate 
in? No doubt they played a large part in the 
non-violent underground movement that 
rescued Jews and others, supported’ the 
dependents of political * prisoners, circulated 
cultura! and political publications. 

But Lund shows other vital aspecta of the 
resistance also: ‘‘In legal circles, in the 
administration, in the schools, Church and 
press, in theatrical and musical life, among 
athletes and trade and professional organisa- 
tions, in fact on all sides of the cultural life, 
resistance is strong and usual. It was soon 
shown that where the struggle was taken up 
wholeheartedly with intelligence and with a 
readiness to sacrifice, it was possible to carry 
it through to complete victory. The Germans 
were helpless in the face of serious resistance. 
In most of these areas of public Hfe the 
struggle was carried through openly, and 
where this was the case the results were the 
best.” 

In short neither “ collaboration’? nor 
sabotage was typical of the Norwegian resis- 
tance or of the pacifist part of it. The Nor- 
wegian resistance is an example, of critical 
importance to western pacifism, of the poten- 
tialities of non-violent direct action. It also 
shows how pacifista do in fact behave when 
faced with aggression, as distinct from how 
some theorists think they should behave. 


ROY WALKER, 


:#/ City of London group 


There must be quite a number of your 
readers who, at one time or another, in the 
comparatively halcyon days before World 
War No. 2, spent an hour or 60 of good 
fellowship and inspiration at the City Head- 
quarters of our movement in Paternoster 
Row. That historic thoroughfare is, alas, no 
more but the Group, sadly attenuated in num- 
bers, has maintained a precarious existence 
and a nucleus has continued to meet each 
Friday lunch-time in the vestry of St. Mar- 
garet’s, Lothbury. 

It is our fervent desire to do what we can 
to revive the glories of the past and to that 
end we propose asking leading exponents of 
the pacifist point of view to speak on a 
variety of topics on the last Friday of each 
month at 1.15 p.m. We trust, therefore, that 
at our initial meeting next Friday (June 29), 
a worthy attendance of old friends and new 
will foregather to meet Patrick Figgis who is 


coming to speak on ‘‘The PPU and the 
Future.” 
LLEWELLYN S. KIEK. 
—— 
The Labour Pacifist Fellowship will be 


pleased to give information to PPU members 
who wish to discover the Labour candidate(s) 
in their area with the best international 
socialist outlook, and to advise those anxious 
to help the Labour cause the best way to do 
so. The LPF secretary is: W. R. Page, 127 
Fellows Rd., London, N.W.3. 


WOR LD CRISIS (continued from page one) 


that, in this hour of victory, the great 
majority of our fellow Christians are 
carried away by nationalist sentiment 
and misleading ideas of severity and 
justice into heightening the barriers 
between us and those sections .of 
mankind whom they feel to be a 
danger to peace and good living. 

But, if only we persevere, we will 
surely be helped to spread that light 
which alone can save the world from 
the culminating disaster which 
threatens it, In most lands a few at 
Jeast keep their faith in the methods 
of persistent love, 

From unexpected quarters new 
allies will appear. Here are two such 
companies of friends, till recently un- 
known .to me. 


In Russia and Germany 


First, within the much-persecuted 
Russian Orthodox Church there are 
groups who are true to the pacifist 
and universalist tendencies, which we 
find in Tolstoy and Dostoevsky and, 
more quietly expressed, in the age- 
long tradition of that Church. In this 
country their chief representative is 
perhaps Nicolas Zernov, the gifted 
writer and secretary of the Fellow- 
ship of St. Alban and St. Sergius. 

He has lately given me recent 
eviderice of the spirit of forgiveness, 
towards both the ruthless persecutors 


Commentary 
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escapist tendencies. They have reached 
such a low ebb that they have no faith in 
their own countries, even to provide them 
with the simple necessities of life.’’ 


Have we the faith ? 
PERHAPS the Greek islands seem 


rather remote. But, as Ron 
Hadley continues: ‘When one re- 
flects on the number of Displaced 
Persons in Europe today having this 
mental attitude in some degree, the 
future looks black. These people 
are so insecure as to be amenable 
to almost any suggestion for the 
future which promises them some 
immediate relief.”. (My emphasis.) 

He draws a conclusion which 
applies not only to the subject of 
Displaced Persons—-huge though that 
is in itself—but to many other prac- 
tical questions as well: 

“It will remain potentially Hitler’s Europe 
until we of the democracies help to put the 
principles behind the Atlantic Charter into 
practical effect; and that should only be a 
starting-point. 

“One other fact has intruded itself again 
and again during this period. The refugees 
with whom I was working were Italian 
technicians, and most of them have been good 
party members. They were brutalized by con- 
tact with Fascism, and are quite careless of 
ordinary human decencies. But I have so far 
met no one of them of whom it could be said 
that he was impossible to re-educate to Chris- 
tian standards. This re-education jis, in social 
service terms, individual case-work of the 
most exacting kind, calling for real] friend- 
ship and endless patience on the part of the 
case-workers. 

“If this job is to be tackled at all (and it 
seems to me the only rea) counter to Fascism), 
those workers muat go from Allied countries 
to ex-enemy countries and live there to do 
their job—in large numbers.” 

Mr. Hadley pertinently asks: “Is 
the faith of the democratic peoples 
in democracy sufficient for them to 
make this kind of personal sacrifice ?”’ 


Germany’s need 


HE question applies also—and 
above all—to our attitude to 
Germany. 

“There ig not only need for food crops to 
be planted in the waste land of Germany; 
there is &n equally urgent need for something 
to be sown to produce a crop of new ideas in 
the political thought left by Nazism in’ 
defeat.” (Manchester Guardian’s Military 
Correspondent, June 14.) me ; 

Although Allied Military Govern- 
ment sticks to its prohibition of 
political activity, adds this writer, 
“The nucleus of democratic represen- 
tative government unquestionably 
does exist.” — F 

The Russians, it 
better. 

«  .. they think there are today psychological 
possibilities for ‘changing’ the Germans. 

“«  .. a serious attempt will be made... to 
make the Germans proud of belonging to a 
nation that produced Bach, Beethoven, 
Brahms, Kant, Goethe, Durer, Cranach and 
great architects and scientists... . 

“Russian policy is logical in its own way 
~-either we eventually accept Germans as 
members of the European community or we 
do not; but if we try to accept them we 
might as well try to prepare them for this 
now.’ (Alexander Werth in a message from 
Berlin, Sunday Times, June 17.) F 

The British and American policy 
still treats Germany as a vast con- 
centration camp, with the occupying 
troops as the guards, forbidden to 


seems, know 


of their faith and the German 
desolators of their country, which 1s 
alive in the hearts of many Russian 
Christians; with good hope that this 
spirit will spread within the ranks 
of the dominant Communist Party. 


Secondly, anyone, understanding 
German, who listens to the daily 
broadcasts (7 p.m, repeated at 


11 p.m., on 1,450 metres—all thanks 
to the BBC!) organized by non-Nazi 
German prisoners of war in Britain, 
ean hardly fail to recognize among 
these men the true spirit of forgive- 
ness rooted in the great Christian 
values. 


“Re-education ” both ways 


They are men who recognize Ger- 
man guilt and British good will, 
though presumably deploring our 
“obliteration” methods; and we can 
hardly doubt that they represent 
thousands of reluctant fighters 
within the German armed forces. 

Thus on Sunday, May 6, there were 
given three of the most moving testi- 
monies to the power of Jesus Christ 
in the heart of man that I have ever 
heard. And on May 18 six other 
speakers gave fine tributes to Pastor 
Niemdller, 

In these talks Catholics and Pro- 


testants unite harmoniously. Here 
is “re-education” of the best kind, 
for English as well as for Germans. 


Still Hitler’s Europe ? 


“fraternize’—t.e., to behave normally 
—with any German above eight years 
of age. (Yet “fraternization is 
widespread and increasing, regardless 
of Allied military edicts,” reports an 
AP message in the Manchester Guar- 
dian, June 13.) 


Food shortages 


THE Allied Food Conference held in 


London last week was for con- 
sultation, not for action. Huropean 
representatives spoke of the situation 
regarding food and agriculture in 
their lands, and British and American 
spokesmen told what they proposed to 
do about it. 


It appears that wheat is the only 
commodity of which there is no shor- 
tage. But even wheat is not exempt 
from the immediate problem which 
applies to all foodstuffs—that of get- 
ting it to where it is wanted. 

To read the speeches at the confer- 
ence, one would hardly think that 
UNRRA had ever existed, for all the 
fanfare which accompanied its incep- 
tion. The real decisions are taken by 
the Combined Boards in Washington, 
which Lord Selborne once described 
as “American, United Kingdom and 
Canadian organizations for allocating 


the resources of the world” (our 
emphasis). , 
Col. Liewellin, Minister of Food, 


told last week’s conference: 

““The United Kingdom, the United States 
and Canada are agreed that the Combined 
Food Board must go on at least until we have 
defeated* the Japs. Some of you are already 
taking part in the work of the Combined 
Food Board. We hope that very shortly we 
shall see more of you on the Commodity ‘Com- 
mittees in Washington actually taking part 
in this vital work of sharing out supplies 
equitably... .” b 

But the spokesman of those who for 
so long have known real hunger were 
not satisfied with this domination by 
a Big Three. The Dutch representa- 
tive, M. Gispen, said that the present 
organization was far too complicated, 
and supported the suggestion of M. 
Bernard (France) that there should 
be a body to speak for western Europe 
as a whole. 

The official record of part of M. 
Bernard’s remarks reads: 

“He thought that the essential needs of 
liberated countries should receive priority, in- 
stead of taking second place. At present, the 
essential needs of liberated countries were 
not being satisfied, the health of their popula- 
tion was undermined and the establishment of 
a stable system of rationing, was prevented. a 

M. Lalmand (Belgium) reminded 
the conference of “the long period of 
starvation with rations as low as 
1,000 calories in the liberated coun- 


tries.” 


Publish the facts ! 


FVERE is a chance for Britain to 
translate the words of promise of 
the pre-invasion years into facts. We 
led the people of western Europe to 
believe that liberation would bring 
adequate food. By our record in this 
respect will our sincerity be judged. 

Col. Llewellin spoke of the amounts 
of various commodities which Britain 
had already supplied from her stocks. 
But he did not reveal what stocks are 
left, nor whether any replacements 
were expected. This secrecy is not 
good enough today, however well it 
could have been justified during the 
European war. 

It was left to Mr. R. S. Hudson, 
Minister of Agriculture, to tell the 
conference that “he was willing to 
ask people in this country not only 
to continue the sacrifices they were 
making, but even to go further to 
help the liberated areas.” This 
would have come better from the 
Food Minister himself. 

The British public, already grum- 
bling about shortages, must be told 
the facts. It does not realize that the 


Subject peoples 


About 50 delegates and observers, largely 
from colonial organizations, met at a Subject 
People’s Conference in Wondon last week. 
Many of them took part as speakers or on 
the rota of chairmen, and the attendance of 
any but interested parties was lamentably 
small. Interesting sketches of colonial con- 
ditiona preceded a general discussion on a 
comprehensive memorandum demanding full 
freedom for colonial peoples, not only from 
epen imperialism but from equally dangerous 


“trusteeship.”” The statement demanded free 
representation of all colonial peoples, with 
equal rights, at the Peace Conference, and 


called for unconditional and immediate end- 
ing of imperialism and the eatablishment of 
a World Colonial Council. 

The conference was a very good example of 
self-government and_ responsibility amongst 
those supposedly not yet ready to stand alone. 
Methods were not seriously discussed, but in 
aim at least pacifists should feel themselves 
glad to offer support to their colonial friends 
in this effort to draw up their own charter and 
work for their own liberation. F.D.D. 


people of France, for instance, are not 
getting enough food to maintain nor- 
mal health and strength. Once give 
them a clear picture of the situation, 
and I believe most people would accept 
the implications of applying the “fair 
shares” principle internationally. 


The India offer 


T is a sign of progress when a 
Viceroy of India says “There is 
on all sides something to forgive and 
forget,” as did Lord Wavell when an- 
nouncing the British Government’s 
new proposals. 

As an interim plan, the new pro- 
posals are not inherently unworkable. 
Evervthing depends upon the intang- 
ible factor of confidence—or lack of it. 

In the light of Anglo-Indian rela- 
tions during the war years (not to 
mention earlier) responsible Indian 
political leaders would have good 
reason to feel that they can place no 
confidence in any offer short of un- 
conditional independence. It would 
not be outrageous for Mr. Nehru to 
reflect that he and his colleagues have 
only been released now that something 
is wanted from them; that many more 
humble Congressmen remain in jail; 
and that convinced anti-imperialists 
ean hardly “wholeheartedly co-operate 
in supporting and carrying through 
the war against Japan to its victorious 
conclusion.” 

Nevertheless, Lord Wavell may have 
created sufficient confidence for Indian 
leaders to trust his intentions, at any 
rate, and to feel that the appeal to 
“forgive and forget” is sincere, and 
not just a manceuvre. It is for them 
to decide. 
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all points of view relevant to pacifism. 
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St. James’s, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


Phones: WHITEHALL 6640 und 6988. 


CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS ! 


We invite those interested in the cause of 
the Christian Scientist 
objector to obtain 


conscientious 
information from: 


Walter Theodore Liles, National Secretary, 
6719 S. E. 68th Avenue, 


Portland 6, Oregon, U.S.A. 


“An organization devoted to the welfare 

of students of Christian Science who 

are conscientious objectors to war, func- 

tioning as a private enterprise and not 

as an agency of the Christian Science 
Church.” 


WAR RESISTERS’ 


INTERNATIONAL 


GIFTS OF CLOTHING 


(clean and repaired) 


are 


URGENTLY NEEDED 
for DISTRIBUTION 


~ NORWAY and BELGIUM 


Will P.P.U. members and friends co- 
operate by sending such gifts to:— 


The War Resisters’ International, 
11, Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 


Distribution through our own Norwegian 
and Belgian members. 
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